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PER  CAPITA  MEAT  CONSUMPTION 


IN  SPECIFIED  COUNTRIES,  1962 


World  meat  consumption  per  person  continues  to  increase  slightly  each 
year.    The  average  per  capita  consumption  of  meat  in  1962  in  39  countries 
for  which  reports  are  available  was  96. 1  pounds  compared  with  89. 0  pounds 
in  1953  for  37  reporting  countries. 

The  world  population  was  approximately  3.1  billion  in  1962,  an  increase 
of  65O  million  people  or  19  percent  since  1953.    World  meat  production, 
excluding  Communist  China,  rose  from  Qk  billion  pounds  to  109  billion 
pounds,  a  30  percent  increase,  in  the  same  period.    Thirty -four  of  39  re- 
porting countries  showed  increases  in  per  capita  meat  consumption  from 
1953  to  1962  and  5  countries  reported  decreases.    Four  of  the  five 
countries  showing  decreases  were  in  South  America.    During  19^2,  per 
capita  consumption  of  meat  increased  in  28  of  39  reporting  countries,  de- 
clined in  6  countries  and  did  not  change  in  five. 


Since  195 3>  consumption  of  meat  has  increased  30  percent  reflecting  a 
sharp  rise  in  world  meat  output  and  unusually  strong  demand  due  to  world 
prosperity  and  higher  income  standards.    Further  increases  in  per  capita 
consumption  and  supplies  can  be  expected  because  of  favorable  livestock 
prices,  improved  breeding,  production  and  ample  feed  and  pasture  re- 
sources in  a  large  number  of  countries. 


This  Circular  contains  more  detailed  information  than  the  summary  of  similar 
title  published  in  World  Agricultural  Production  and  Trade,  September  19^3. 


All  reporting  countries  produced  more  meat  in  1962  than  in  the  1956-60 
average,  except  Argentina  and  Paraguay.    Twenty -eight  of  the  39  reporting 
countries  increased  production  of  meat  in  1962  over  1961,  hut  five  of  the 
countries  produced  less. 

Consumption  of  meat  per  person  varies  widely  from  country  to  country. 
New  Zealand  was  the  largest  per  capita  consumer  in  1962  with  235  pounds. 
The  other  leading  consumers  in  order  were  Australia,  221  pounds;  Uruguay, 
213  pounds;  Argentina,  202  pounds;  United  States,  l6k  pounds;  United 
Kingdom,  138  pounds;  Canada,  137  pounds;  Denmark,  133;  France,  130; 
Switzerland,  123;  West  Germany,  118;  Austria,  117;  Belgium  and  Luxembourg, 
113;  Sweden,  111;  and  the  Netherlands,  108  pounds. 

Nine  of  the  15  leading  meat  consuming  countries  are  in  Europe,  two  are 
large  exporters  in  South  America,  and  two  are  large  exporters  in  Oceania. 
The  other  two  are  Canada  and  the  United  States.    Canada  was  a  fairly 
small  net  importer  of  dressed  meat  in  1962  and  the  United  States  con- 
tinued to  be  a  large  net  importer. 


MEAT  l/:    Per  capita  consumption  by  type  of  meat  in 
15  largest  consuming  countries,  1962 
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1/  Beef,  veal,  lamb  and  mutton,  goat  meat  and  pork  (excluding  lard). 
2/ Tncluded  with  other  types.    3/  Includes  horsemeat,  in  addition  to  other 
types  shown. 
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MEAT  l/:    Production,  net  trade,  apparent  consumption  and  per  capita  in  specified  countries, 
average  1956-60,  annual  1960-62 
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Xf  Carcass  meat  basis  -  includes  beef,  veal,  pork,  mutton,  lamb,  goat,  and  hcrsemeat;  excludes  edible  variety  meats,  lard,  rabbit,  and  poultry  meat 
2/Per  capita  consumption  figures  take  into  account  changes  in  commercial  stocks.    Per  capita  data  for  the  United  States  and  Canada  are  civilian 
consumption  only.    3/  Includes  horsemeat  in  trade  and  apparent  consumption.    4/  Per  capita  consumption  figures  are  for  years  ending  June  30.    5/  Per 
capita  consumption  fig-ores  are  for  years  ending  September  30. 
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and  other  representatives  abroad,  results  of  office  research  and  related  information. 
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Per  capita  meat  use  was  extremely  low  in  Japan  in  1962,  averaging  only 
12  pounds.    However,  consumption  in  Japan  is  increasing  rapidly  and 
in  1962  was  2  pounds  over  1961  and  k  pounds  over  the . 1956-60  average. 
Other  countries  low  in  meat  consumption  in  1962  were:    Philippines,  23 
pounds;  Ecuador,  32;  Peru,  3^;  Mexico,  39;  Spain,  k2;  Portugal,  ^3> 
Greece,  kk,  Yugoslavia,  k&;  and  Chile,  57  pounds. 

Meat  consumption  in  the  USSR  during  1962  reached  a  new  high,  averaging 
68  pounds,  a  U-pound  increase  over  196l  and  a  7 -pound  increase  over  the 
I956-6O  average.    In  i960  and  1961,  per  capita  consumption  of  meat  dropped 
to  65  and  6h  pounds,  respectively,  from  the  previous  record  of  67  pounds 
reached  in  1959*    Yugoslavia  and  Bulgaria  were  the  only  East  European 
countries  that  consumed  less  meat  per  person  than  in  the  USSR  in  1962. 

Of  the  109  billion  pounds  of  meat  eaten  in  the  world  in  1962,  excluding 
Communist  China,  50  percent  was  beef  and  veal,  kO  percent  pork  and  9 
percent  mutton,  lamb  and  goat  meat,  and  less  than  one-half  of  1  percent 
was  horse  meat. 

The  United  States  continues  to  consume  more  total  meat  than  any  other 
country  in  the  world  -  almost  31  billion  pounds  in  1962.    U.S.  consump- 
tion accounted  for  28  percent  of  the  world  supply  of  all  types,  32  per- 
cent of  the  beef  and  veal,  27  percent  of  the  pork,  and  11  percent  of  the 
lamb, mutton,  and  goat  meat. 

The  United  Kingdom  is  the  largest  meat  importer  in  the  world,  receiving 
3.^  billion  pounds  in  1962  compared  with  1.8  billion  pounds  imported 
by  the  United  States.    In  1953  the  United  Kingdom  imported  3.2  billion 
pounds  and  the  United  States  imported  k^Q  million  pounds.    Other  coun- 
tries importing  meat  in  quantity  were  West  Germany,  Italy,  Canada, 
Russia,  Spain,  Belgium  and  Luxembourg,  Switzerland,  Sweden,  France,  and 
Greece. 

In  1962,  three  countries  exported  over  50  percent  of  their  production; 
New  Zealand,  68  percent;  Denmark,  63  percent;  and  Ireland,  51  percent. 
Other  countries  exporting  large  amounts  of  their  production  were  Aus- 
tralia, 32  percent;  the  Netherlands,  2k  percent;  Argentina,  22;  and  Uru- 
guay, 20  percent.    In  comparison,  the  United  States  exported  less  than 
1  percent  of  its  production. 
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